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The Sacred "Rac" 

An Indian anthropologist, Chandra 
Thapar, made a study of foreign cultures 
which had customs similar to those of his 
native land. One culture in particular fas¬ 
cinated him because it reveres one animal 
as sacred, much as the people in India 
revere the cow. 

The tribe Dr. Thapar studied is called 
the Asu and is found on the North Ameri¬ 
can continent north of the Tarahumara of 
Mexico. Though it seems to be a highly 
developed society of its type, it has an 
overwhelming preoccupation with the 
care and feeding of the rac - an animal 
much like a bull in size, strength and tem¬ 
perament. In the Asu tribe, it is almost a 
social obligation to own at least one if not 
more racs. Anyone not possessing at least 
one is held in low esteem by the community because he is too poor to maintain one 
of the beasts properly. Some members of the tribe, to display their wealth and pres¬ 
tige, even own herds of racs. 

Unfortunately the rac breed is not very healthy and usually does not live more 
than five to seven years. Each family invests large sums of money each year to keep 
its rac healthy and shod, for it has a tendency to throw its shoes often. There are rac 
specialists in each community, perhaps more than one if the community is particu¬ 
larly wealthy. These specialists, however due to the long period of ritual training 
they must undergo and to the difficulty of obtaining the right selection of charms to 
treat the rac, demand costly offerings whenever a tribesman must treat his ailing 
rac. 

At the age of sixteen in many Asu communities, many youths undergo a puberty 
rite in which the rac figures prominently. The youth must petition a high priest in a 
grand temple. He is then initiated into the ceremonies that surround the care of 
the rac and is permitted to keep a rac. 

Although the rac may be used as a beast of burden, it has many habits which 
would be considered by other cultures as detrimental to the life of the society. In 
the first place the rac breed is increasing at a very rapid rate and the Asu tribesmen 
have given no thought to curbing the rac population. As a consequence the Asu 
must build more and more paths for rac to travel on since its delicate health and its 
love of racing other racs at high speeds necessitates that special areas be set aside 
for its use. The cost of smoothing the earth is too costly for any one individual to 
undertake, so it has become a community project and each tribesman must pay an 
annual tax to build new paths and maintain the old. There are so many paths need¬ 
ed that some people move their homes because the rac paths must be as straight as 
possible to keep the animal from injuring itself. Dr. Thapar also notes that unlike 
the cow, which many people in his country hold sacred, the excrement of the rac 
cannot be used as either fuel or fertilizer. On the contrary, its excrement is excep¬ 
tionally foul and totally useless. Worst of all, the rac is prone to rampages in which it 
runs down anything in its path, much like stampeding cattle. Estimates are that the 
rac kills thousands of the Asu in a year. 

Despite the rac’s high cost of its upkeep, the damage it does to the land, and its 
habit of destructive rampages, the Asu still regard it as being essential to the survival 
of their culture. 

“The Sacred Rac,” by Patricia Hughes, Focusing on Global Poverty and Development, by 
Jayne C. Millar (Washington D.C. Overseas Development Council, 1974), p. 357-8. 
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Transportation Alternatives 

published by Transportation Alternatives, a 
4,000 member New York City-area citizens’ 
group working for better bicycling, walking, 
public transit, and fewer cars. T.A. is a non¬ 
profit, 501(c)(3) organization. 

Board of Directors: Robert Kotch, president; 
Tom Angotti, Caren Cohen, Laurie Falk David- 
owitz, Walter Hook, Richard Kassel, Brian 
Ketcham, Richard Muller, Jon Orcutt, Jeff 
Prantjeri Schmidt 

Publisher: John Kaehny 
Copy Editor: Joe Terranova 
Production: Ken Zirkel, Paul Harrison, 
Cynthia Vogt, Sharon Soons, Chris Doyle 
Rides Editor: Catherine Faganj24 
Ad Sales: Sharon Soons 
Contributors: Andrew Megginson, John 
Kaehny, Elizabeth Ernish, Sharon Soons, Ken Zirkel 
Messenger services: Thunderball 212-675-1700 

Transportation Alternatives 
Phone: 212-629-8080 
Fax: 629-8334 Infoline: 629-3311 
115 W 30 St, Ste 1207, NY NY 10001-4010 
e-mail: info@transalt.org 


NEW ON THE 
T.A. WEBSITE: 

• Century Ride photos 

• Solidarity Ride photos 

• Brooklyn Committee Info, 
indudingthe latest on 
Prospect Park 

• Up-to-date calendar of events 

• List of e-mail and snail mail 
contacts for public servants. 

http://WWW.TRANSALT.ORG 
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CALENDAR 


PUBLISHER’S LETTER 


October 

Mon. 27, 6-8 pm. Auto-Free NY 
meeting. T.A. office, 115 W 30th 
#1207, lecture: “Columbus Circle - 
Above and Below,” John West, urban 
planner et al. Call: 212-475-3394. 
Wed. 29, 6 pm. T.A. Volunteer 
Night. Help out and have fun (free 
food too!). 115 W 30th St #1207. 
RSVP if you wish: Sharon or 
Andrew at 212-629-8080. 

November 

Tues. 11, 7 pm. Bronx Committee 
Meeting. Moshulu-Montefiore 
Community Center, 3450 DeKalb 
Ave. at Gun Hill Rd. Call Rich 
Gans: 718-653-2203. 

Wed. 12, 6 pm. T.A. Volunteer 
Night. Have you seen our purple 
table yet? 

Mon. 17, 6:30 pm. Brooklyn Com¬ 
mittee Meeting. Rock and Road, 
1304 8th Ave. (b/w 13 and 14th), 
Park Slope. Call Carl, 718-965- 
9667 or Alan, 718282-1794. 

Mon. 24, 6 pm. Auto-Free NY 
meeting. T.A. office, 115 W 30th 
#1207, Speaker TBA. Call: 212- 
475-3394. 

Wed. 26, 6 pm. T.A. Volunteer 
Night. What a great way to give 
thanks! 

December 

TBA Magazine Mailing Party. Call 
T.A 

TBA Brooklyn Committee Meet¬ 
ing. Call Carl, 718-965-9667 or 
Alan, 718282-1794. 

Wed. 10, 7pm. T.A. Holiday Party. 
The Puffin Room, 435 Broome St. 
See the ad in this issue. 

Mon. 15, 6 pm. Auto-Free NY 
meeting. T.A. office, 115 W 30th 
#1207, Speaker TBA. Call: 212- 
475-3394. 

Wed. 17, 6 pm. T.A. Volunteer 
Night. Join us for a special mail¬ 
ing around the fireplace. 

Call 212-629-3311 for up-to-date listings, 
or check http://www.transalt.org. 
or subscribe to askTA, which offers event 
notices and alerts by e-mail. Send the e-mail 
message: subscribe askta your e-mail 
address to listproc@echonyc.com. 


Connect the Dots 


My six-month-old daughter’s developing brain is still trying to comprehend 
“object permanence.” When a blanket is pulled over a toy, she does not yet 
grasp that the toy is still there, just out of sight. Fortunately for my daughter 
she is catching on quick and seems on the verge of making the connection. 
Unfortunately for all of us, the American public is suffering from a staggering 
inability to look under the blanket and see the cataclysmic effects of their ever 
deepening obsession with the automobile. 

No doubt the massive wealth and clout of auto-manufacturers, oil producers 
and highway builders - and the media fantasies they buy - have a lot to do with 
this. The image of the mighty sports utility vehicle rolling over pristine 
wilderness or cocooning the upper-middle class family through rough city 

streets is flashed hundreds if not thousands of 
times a night into millions of TV-watching 
brains. These paeans to the auto-god hardly 
seem balanced by the dreary reality of car crash 
scenes, smog and global warming. And, when 
the blanket is pulled from the eyes of citizens 
fed-up with traffic james, noise and unrelenting 
sprawl, they face being treated like a tribe of 
rubes. It is reminiscent of the “Ignore the man 
behind the curtain” scene in the “Wizard of 
Oz.” Only this time Dorothy and friends are us, 
and the Wizard is the car, oil, real estate specu¬ 
lators and highway builders. 

Where will it end? President Clinton mounted an intense media campaign in 
October to raise public awareness of the impending catastrophe of global 
warming. Yet, fearful of impinging on the American auto-culture, he flatly 
ruled out a carbon tax, which scientists and economists agree would be the 
quickest, cheapest and by far most effective way of reducing global warming 
causing greenhouse gases. The political message was, “forget it, Americans 
won’t stand paying more for gasoline.” But is this really true? 

Let’s assume that Americans are more than the thoughtless, myopic, selfish 
idiots that the car makers, oil companies and politicians seem to think. Let’s 
say there are strong signs that the end of the road for the auto age is drawing 
near. Let’s say that groups of caring, courageous citizens are springing up 
around the country: groups like T.A., with members like you. Like you, these 
folks are contributing their vision, time and money to winning sane, environ¬ 
mentally sensible and socially equitable transportation policies. And like you, 
they are being rewarded with flashes of progress; bicycle lanes, traffic calming 
improvements, revitalized downtowns. Like you, they are ready to work won¬ 
ders to change their city, their town, their county, and their country. 

Social progress has always been the result of determined citizens fighting for 
change. We can’t assume anything about American’s seeing the light and wak¬ 
ing from their auto-binge. More than ever, it is up to us to inspire our friends 
and fellows with a new vision and a change of heart. 



From all of us at T.A., we wish you a happy Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, and a 
Merry Christmas. 
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Cycling News 



I t should be no secret that sidewalk-riding, red-light running, 
and wrong-way moving cyclists are doing serious political 
damage to cycling. Festering ill will against cyclists has trans¬ 
lated into very slow going for new bike lanes and bike racks, 
and political vulnerability which opens the door to things like 
the Mayor’s 1996 confiscation of the Queensboro Bridge bike 
lane. Judging by the volume of mail and phone messages at 
T.A., bad bicyclists are aggravating even strong cycling support¬ 
ers. While it should be obvious that cars cause infinitely greater 
damage than the environmentally and city-friendly bicycle, 
there is something about cyclists brushing by pedestrians on 
sidewalks and crosswalks that seems especially infuriating. 

To counteract this deepening problem, T.A. has launched 
our “Give Respect/Get Respect” campaign. We are urging 
cyclists to ride courteously, yield to pedestrians, move with the 
direction of traffic and keep off sidewalks. A flyer in English, 
Spanish, Chinese and Korean will illustrate these basic cycling 
concepts. In return we are urging the City to clear bike lanes of 
double parking and cab drop-offs and put an end to speeding 
and do something about the most egregious dangerous driv¬ 


ing. We also are asking the City to promote a “Share The Road’ 
campaign with public service announcements and street sig¬ 
nage. We hope to have the Share the Road campaign kicked-ofi 
in earnest at Bike Week 1998. 


The first event of the Give Respect/Get Respect campaign 
will be a combined bike/pedestrian action on October 28th. A 
group of T.A. members on foot will walk up the west side oJ 
First Avenue, from 72nd to 92nd, handing out leaflets to cyclists 
found riding on the sidewalk and encouraging them to use the 
street and ride with traffic. Simultaneously, a group of T.A. 
members on bikes will inform motorists who are double-parked 
in the bike lane that they are endangering cyclists’ lives and 
breaking the law. The cycling group also will encourage wrong- 
way cyclists to ride with traffic. Motorists blocking the bike lane 
will be given mock summonses and have their license plates 
photographed. Ideally, the action will attract significant atten¬ 
tion from the press and media. If it’s successful, we’ll do il 
again. 

We need your help! Call Gian-Claudia at 212-629-8080 tc 
participate on Oct. 28th and in future actions. 


Solidarity Ride Surprise 

Mayor Giuliani received a jolt on a sunny Sunday afternoon in September, when 150 whoop¬ 
ing and hollering cyclists poured into the abandoned parking lot at City Hall just as he was 
descending the steps alone to his waiting van. T.A.’s first-ever “Solidarity Ride” had arrived in 
merry style. His two police bodyguards initially panicked, but upon being assured that the 
assembled cyclists were there to champion safe streets—not to assault their lightly-protected 
boss—they told the curious Mayor about the ride’s goal of safer streets, a crackdown on dan¬ 
gerous driving and speeding, and greater respect for cyclists’ right to the road. The Mayor lis¬ 
tened attentively, then hopped in his van, which peeled off, making an illegal U-turn across 
two lanes of traffic and the raised median of Park Row. More rides and Mayoral education are 
obviously in order. Just the same, the September 28th Solidarity Ride was a spirit-raising good 
time, as participants filled the canyons of Broadway with chiming bells and good citizenship. 
Pedestrians waved in acknowledgment of the ride’s good cheer and goals. Look for more Soli¬ 
darity Rides this spring. 
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Ken Zirkel Nowbike 




T.A. Kicks Off 
“Operation Hazard I.D.** 

Beginning in late October, T.A. will 
inventory every Manhattan avenue 
between 60th Street and Houston 
for cyclist-threatening potholes, steel 
plates, ropes of hardened asphalt 
and rough pavement. T.A. will for¬ 
mally notify the City of the hazards 
so that cyclists can sue under the 
’’pothole law,” which requires 90-day 
advance notice of a street hazard to 
make the City legally liable for any 
consequent damages. The goal is to 
get the City’s lawyers and budget 
minders—stung by the fear of mon- 


Permanent Path For Queens- 





ster lawsuits—to start yelling at the 
DOT to maintain the streets. A data¬ 
base of the hazards will be created, 
which will then be regularly updated 
and made available to the lawyers of 
injured cyclists. A company called 
“Big Apple Pothole” has had great 
success inventorying every inch of 
the city’s 12,000 miles of sidewalks 
and selling that information to per¬ 
sonal injury lawyers. 

Sick of killer potholes? Operation 
Hazard I.D. needs your help with 
surveying, data entry, moral support, 
etc. Call or e-mail Nigel at T.A.: 
(212) 629-8080; e-mail: 

transalt@echonyc.com. 


boro Confirmed 


Sources within the Departments of Trans¬ 
portation and City Planning say that a 
dedicated bicycle and pedestrian path 
will be completed on the North Outer 
Roadway of the Queensboro Bridge 
by the summer of 1999. The sources 
insist that the path is a sure thing 
and that the only open question is 
exactly how cyclists and walkers will 
access it from First and Second 
Avenues. 

T.A. has recommended an elevat¬ 
ed, Yshaped ramp that allows complete¬ 
ly car-free access from the corners of 
both First and Second Avenues and 60th 
Street. Though news of a permanent path is 
good, T.A.’s enthusiasm is muted because of 
the City’s history of reneged promises regarding 
bike/ped use of the bridge, and because the South Outer Road- 
way-with its spectacular views and roadway drying southern exposure to the 
sun-is a much better place for cyclists and walkers than the shadowy North Outer 
Roadway. 

Just the same, if the path is completed on time it will mean new, 24-hour 
accessible paths on both the Queensboro and Williamsburg bridges before the 
year 2000. Now the City should be solving the problem of how cyclists and pedes¬ 
trians can get on and off the East River Bridge paths safely. 

Tell DOT Commissioner Christopher Lynn that it is DOT’s responsibility to cre¬ 
ate safe routes to and from the East River Bridges, and that cyclists and pedestri¬ 
ans deserve better than to risk their lives looking for poorly-marked paths. 

Commissioner Christopher Lynn, NYC DOT 
40 Worth Street 
New York, NY 10013 
Fax: (212) 442-7007 


Beater Bikes and Black Clothes a Cycling Mecca Make 

T.A. is surveying cycling levels and conditions in the East Village to figure out 
what makes it one of America’s cycling centers. We hope to find that bicycles 
are over 10% of daily vehicle traffic and to recommend steps to encourage even 
more biking. 

If you can help count bikes and cars and generally help out: 

call or e-mail Nigel at T.A.: (212) 629-8080; e-mail: transalt@echonyc.com. 
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Pressure Pom 

Extra Innings 

Forces of Good and Evil Square Off In Titanic 
Struggle Over U.S. Transportation Policy 





For the last year, Susan Boyle and Jon Orcutt have been campaigning on behalf 
of T.A. and the Tri-State Transportation Campaign to keep big-money car and 
highway lobbyists and their motorheaded minions in Congress from gutting the 
environmentally-positive provisions of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi¬ 
cient Act (ISTEA) before its September expiration. Jon deserves special recogni¬ 
tion for establishing pedestrian-safety spending as a core goal of the 
enviro/transit/bike coalition led by the Surface Transportation Policy Project in 
Washington. Even if Jon’s efforts are only moderately successful, they will still 
mean tens of millions more dollars to protect the nation’s pedestrians and cyclists. 

ISTEA is the big enchilada of national transpo policy: it sets out funding formu¬ 
las and categories and all of the rules and policies that states must obey if they 
take Federal money. It is often referred to in the press as the highway funding 
act. This is an unfortunate appellation for legislation that, while never living up 
to its promise, has led to a huge increase in funding for bicycling and pedestrian 
interests and to significantly-increased citizen participation in transportation 
decision-making. 

As we went to press in mid-October the fight in Congress over the future of 
ISTEA had come to a standstill. Though the Senate plods on, the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives and most observers are set for a six-month extension of the current 
law, during which time the details on a longer-term law can be hashed out. 

ISTEA re-authorization is an incredibly arcane and complicated issue to follow. 

Lots more exhausting lobbying work remains before the debate concludes. The 

highway/car interests have vastly more money and are long-privileged lobbyists at the Federal trough. In some ways, ISTEA is a 
test of whether grass roots lobbying by environmentalists can overcome big money and insider influence. 


TRAFFIC SLAYER 


Help The Good 
Guys Win A 
Green ISTEA 

Call these numbers today: 


Senator A1 D’Amato (Senior Republican): 212-947-7390 

If you are a member of AAA, tell them to support bike, ped and environmental 
provisions championed by T.A. and the Surface Transportation Policy Project 

AAA: tel: 516-873-2329; fax: 516-873-2355 


ISTEA Score Card 


Enviro/Transit/Bike People Win 

Saved Enhancement program (core of bike/ped fund¬ 
ing nationally). 

Saved Congestion Mitigation 8c Air Quality (CMAQ) pro¬ 
gram. 

Saved major investment study and some other good reg¬ 
ulations. 

Might have gotten vastly-improved ped/bike safety fund¬ 
ing written in. 

Might have won direct funding from U.S. to cities, thus 
reducing stranglehold of more highway-oriented states. 


Highway/Motorhead/Sprawl Lovers Win 

Seemed to have destroyed basic “Fix It First” provisions and 
message of original law, which sought to put existing high¬ 
ways and bridges in good working order before building cost¬ 
ly new highways. 

Might have severely weakened basic environmental review 
provisions by selling idea of “streamlining” review for high¬ 
way projects. (Still being fought hard by greens.) 

Ended idea of “need-based” funding, which meshed with 
“Fix-it-First” so that cities with old and decaying infrastruc¬ 
ture would get a larger share of pie than places with lots of 
brand new highways. 
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T.A. Launches 
The Bronx Bike/Ped 
Safety Coalition 



I n October 1997, T.A. launched an 
intensive bicycle and pedestrian 
improvement project centered on 
Bronx County elementary schools. 
With funding from the Bronx Bor¬ 
ough President’s Office and the Gov¬ 
ernor’s Traffic Safety Committee, T.A. 
is assigning advocacy staffer Susan 
Boyle to work full-time on The Bronx 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Coali¬ 
tion. 

Susan will get significant support 
from the rest of staff and the incom¬ 
parable T.A. Bronx Committee. The 
special focus of the project is creating 
Safe Routes To School programs at 
an elementary school in each of the 
Bronx’s 12 community districts. 

The Safe Routes programs will ask 
teachers, students, parents and the 
police to identify preferred walking 
routes and any traffic hazards or 
obstacles on them. Susan will then 
work with the stakeholder groups to 
devise short, medium and long range 
solutions to alleviate any unsafe con¬ 
ditions. 

Proposed solutions might include 
increasing the duration of the flash¬ 
ing “WALK” light at intersections, 
improving signage and adding speed 
humps or medians. By November, 
T.A. will provide Bronx community 
boards, schools and police precincts 
with maps detailing all 
pedestrian/bicycle injuries and fatali¬ 
ties over the last 5 years. 

The project will emphasize behavioral 
change by motorists as well as cyclists 
and pedestrians, but will avoid the 
blame-the-victim approach that has 
marred many government sponsored 
“safety” efforts. 



from Mobilizing the Region 



Long Island 


LIRR Station Debate 

Nassau County Comptroller Fred Parola is threatening to withhold some of the $19 
million his county owes the MTA for LIRR station maintenance, calling 23 stations 
“third world disaster areas.” Meanwhile, NYC Comptroller Alan Hevesi says MTA 
overbilled the city $344,372 for station repairs, maintenance and security for LIRR 
stations is Queens. Of the 31 stations, Hevesi found 29 to be in sub-standard condi¬ 
tion, citing rotted platforms, cracked stairs, leaky canopies, graffiti and peeling paint. 
MTA promised to adjust next year’s maintenance charges for the overbilling. 


New Jersey 


Walking Away 

Although pedestrians are about one-quarter of the annual traffic fatalities in New Jer¬ 
sey, only one percent of the state’s traffic safety spending is directed towards pedestri¬ 
an safety. The Tri-State Transportation Campaign and NJPIRG Citizen Lobby report, 
Walking Away: the NJ Dept, of Transportation’s Fatal Neglect of Pedestrian Safety 
documents the inequity and recommends simple capital projects — sidewalks and 
traffic calming installations — which would save lives and be more cost effective than 
other traffic safety investments. The Tri-State Campaign reports that DOT Commis¬ 
sioner John Haley is considering making some DOT local aid funds specifically avail¬ 
able for pedestrians. Last year 184 pedestrians were killed in traffic in New Jersey. 

Walking Away is available at: http://www.tstc.org. 


Traffic Jams 


How to Move a Bottleneck: E-ZPass 

E-ZPass use is so high at the GWB toll booths that former NJ backups have moved 
across the bridge to Manhattan on-ramps from the Cross Bronx Expressway. While 
the Port Authority says E-ZPass has reduced delays by about five minutes on average, 
others point out that the traffic clog has simply moved further along the bridge. E- 
ZPass proliferates, as the Lincoln and Holland tunnels come online, with no real toll 
plan in sight to deal with the extra road capacity the technology creates. The tun¬ 
nels, already often at the max 1,500 cars/hour per lane, could have hundreds more 
cars speeding through the toll booths, only to wedge into big jams at the tunnel 
exits, with overflow pouring into the surrounding neighborhoods. 
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Reclaiming the Streets 


Flow versus slow 


Cars still reign but traffic calming gaining 


I n NYC, the almighty god of traffic 
flow has been knocked down a half-a- 
peg. However, given the Olympian 
heights the deity of car firstism inhabits, 
it will take an unambiguous statement by 
the Mayor or Transportation Commis¬ 
sioner to create some balance between 
car and the pedestrians, cyclists and 
neighborhoods treated as second-class 
citizens by City traffic planners. 

While speed humps and traffic calm¬ 
ing are part of the everyday vocabulary of 
NYC communities and elected officials, 
they still remain very much the excep¬ 


tion. Even the heralded speed hump 
program remains a tiny part of the 
DOT’s overall work. On the 6,000 miles 
of NYC streets, only about 70 humps 
have been installed; and maybe (gener¬ 
ously) another 200 locations have under¬ 
gone some kind of traffic-calming or 
pedestrian treatment. 

This amounts to an average of some 
kind of traffic calming for every 30 miles 
of road, not including any of the heaviest 
pedestrian precincts in the city (like any 
Manhattan avenue south of 96th Street). 


T he absence of an unambiguous city 
policy to put pedestrian and com¬ 
munity needs on par with traffic flow has 
caused conservative, often misinformed, 
traffic engineers to stymie the wide¬ 
spread use of traffic calming. In this 
land of the ad hoc and inconsistent, 
some innovations have slipped through, 
such as the “Urban Oasis.” 

However, without clear guidelines 
and policies, such advances will be sub¬ 
sumed by the directly-conflicting needs 
of pedestrians and motorists for the pub¬ 
lic space we call streets. 


“Urban Oasis 99 



S idewalk exten¬ 
sions, or “neck- 
downs,” are a 
crucial tool for 
improving condi¬ 
tions for pedestri¬ 
ans. They shorten 
crossing distances 
and prevent cars 
from turning sharp¬ 
ly into crosswalks. 

Unfortunately, retro¬ 
fitting street corners 
with neckdowns 
requires prohibitive¬ 
ly costly drainage 
and curb work. Side¬ 
walk extensions also 
are scarce because 
they permanently 
reduce car-carrying 
capacity, which gives 
heartburn to NYC 
traffic engineers. 

The good news is 
that the NYC DOT 
“Urban Mobility” 
group has devised 
an inexpensive, easily-installed alternative to sidewalk exten¬ 
sions deemed, the “Urban Oasis.” The Oasis extends the side¬ 
walk two to four feet with textured paint, and flower planters 
surrounded by steel posts, called bollards. DOT hopes to 
install 100 by this time next year. The program is an innovative 
solution that holds much promise to change the City’s 


streetscape for the better. The question is, will these pedestri¬ 
an improvements be installed in places they are most needed, 
including some of the busiest corners in Midtown? 

To request an Urban Oasis at a high pedestrian location near 
you, call/write your local city councilmember or call the DOT 
Urban Mobility Program at (212) 442-7658. 
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The missing mini-traffic circles 


Floral Park, Queens-with its brick home and lovely front 
yards-is a quaint community on the border of New York City. 
Unfortunately, like many New York neighborhoods, it’s trou¬ 
bled with excessive speeding and high car volumes on resi¬ 
dential streets. On one of the worst streets, motorists rush by 
two schools to get to the Cross Island Pkwy. Since 1992, coun¬ 
cilman Sheldon Leffler and outraged residents have 
demanded that the Department of Transportation safeguard 
children from the dangerous traffic. 

In the summer of 1996, DOT finally began studying the 
feasibility of mini-traffic circles. A test site was slated for 
installation in July 1997, but as of October nothing has been 
done. Although the community is supportive and the City 
has Federal funds that can be applied to the project, yet the 
project seems to have fallen into a black hole. There are two 
likely reasons for the delay. Mini-traffic circles affect a street’s 
car-carrying capacity-the Holy Grail of traffic engineers. Sec¬ 
ondly, there are no clear traffic-calming standards within 
DOT to help comfort traffic engineers treading on unfamil¬ 
iar ground. 

DOT Commissioner Lynn could easily solve both issues. 
He is characterized as an “innovator” and capable of break¬ 
ing up the tightest of logjams. However without Lynn’s lead¬ 
ership, many good traffic-calming projects will die on the 
vine. 



Write Lynn and ask him to approve mini-traffic circle construction 
and to issue a clear, public policy for the use of traffic-calming meth¬ 
ods. The public has had it with the backroom, random nature of deci¬ 
sions surrounding traffic-calming innovations. 

Christopher Lynn 

40 Worth Street, NY, NY 10013. 

Fax: (212)442-7044. 


Traffic 

calming 

revisited 

Twenty years ago the residents of Noe St in 
San Francisco had an interesting dilemma: 
to calm or not to calm. Half the street opted 
out of the calming project, fearful of losing 
parking. The other half elected to install 
neckdowns and benches. Now the block that 
chose parking wants traffic calming. What a 
surprise, flowers beat parking every time. 




Streets for People! 

Chock full of traffic calming solutions and organizing strategies, T.A. ’s new 
handbook, Streets for People, makes the perfect stocking staffer. 

To order your copy, send a check for $8 to: 

TC Handbook, Transportation Alternatives 
115 W. 30th St. Ste. 1207, New York, NY 10001 
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When combined, bikes and transit offer a fast, flexible, environmentally- 
friendly way to travel. Unfortunately, the region’s transit agency, the Metro¬ 
politan Transportation Authority, has ranged from disinterested to outright 
hostile when it comes to opening its trains, subways, buses and bridges to 
bicyclists. To change this, T.A. is seeking a resolution from the MTA board 
which spells out wide-ranging, but specific, new benefits for cyclists and 
pedestrians. Getting the resolution passed is sure to be resisted by MTA 
bureaucrats, so T.A. is seeking support from citizen groups and government 
leaders in NYC, Long Island, Mid-Hudson Valley and Connecticut areas 
served by the MTA. Supporters of the resolution will be asked to sign a let¬ 
ter and to contact their MTA board representative directly. The campaign 
was spurred by the MTA’s attempt in August to eviscerate the 
bicycle/pedestrian portion of the region’s long-range transportation plan. 
The MTA’s action in gutting the hard-won plan infuriated T.A. and bureau¬ 
cratic allies, creating fertile ground for a whole new look at how the MTA 
deals with cyclists and pedestrians. 

T.A. Mounts Regional 



In addition to running the subways, buses and commuter rail, the MTA 
also owns key bridges like the Triboro, Verrazano, Henry Hudson, 
Marine Parkway, Throgsneck and Whitestone. None of which have good 
(if any) bicycle access. If our campaign succeeds, cyclists could see 
improvements on the Henry Hudson and Marine Parkway bridges, possi¬ 
bly a new path on the Verrazano, and vastly more bike-aboard hours on 
the LIRR and Metro-North. Pedestrians also should see a new emphasis 
on walking access to both city and suburban stations. 

Campaign For Bike 




A more positive MTA attitude towards bicyclists and station access would 
be a huge step towards creating a real integrated regional transportation 
system, one not centered around the automobile. Ironically, the MTA-by 
far the nation’s largest transit provider-has an almost monomaniacal 
emphasis on building bigger parking lots for its customers, while failing 
to recognize that the vast majority of its customers walk to stations and 
buses. Thus, the MTA has failed to embrace traffic calming and pedestri¬ 
an improvements as a vital part of serving its customer base. A central 


Pedestrian- Friendly MTA 


part of the T.A. campaign is to create a bicycle/pedestrian coordinator 
position at the MTA to advocate internal changes that will make the 
agency more receptive to citizen input and less secretive overall. 

The proposed bike/ped policy includes specific recommendations for 
each MTA operating group. 
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MTA Planning 

A bicycle/pedestrian planning section in MTA Planning to coordinate 
relevant issues with other transportation agencies and with the public. 

MTA Bridges and Tunnels 

Long-term plans for permanent bike/ped paths on the Verrazano Nar¬ 
rows, Bronx-Whitestone and Throgsneck Bridges. These paths would 
be built as the bridges are reconstructed in future decades. 

An immediate goal is to provide bike/ped access on these three 
bridges with bike-on-bus or bike shuttle-service. 

Widen existing paths or include new bike-only path on the Marine 
Parkway and Cross-Bay/Veterans Memorial Bridges. 

Reconstruct, re-open and connect to Manhattan, the upper-level (west 
side) path of the Henry Hudson Bridge. 

Change the policy on the Tri-Borough Bridge to allow bike riding. Clean 
the path of debris and glass, replace with ramp the stairs leading to 
paths during the next reconstruction and install emergency phones. 

NYC Transit 

Consideration of bicyclists’ needs when automating subway stations. 
(This is developing as a critical issue for cyclists and folks with baby 
carriages or packages.) 

Provide secure or semi-secure bike parking at outlying subway sta¬ 
tions. 

Bike-on-bus on selected routes such as the Verrazano Bridge and 
other long distances lines. 

Long Island Rail Road/Metro-North 

Provide bike-and-ride parking at all stations-including secure, covered 
parking. 

Create a station-access program to methodically install new sidewalks, 
improve pedestrian crossings and improve directional signage for 
cyclists and pedestrians. 

Liberalize current bike-aboard policy. Allow folding bikes on at all 
times and explore improved bicycle storage on board. 

Metropolitan Suburban Bus Authority 

Implement bike-on-bus programs. 

Provide secure bicycle parking at outlying stations. 

Provide pedestrian amenities (shelters, lights, sidewalks, etc.) at pick¬ 
up points. 





Cyclists could see improvements on the Henry Hudson and 
Marine Parkway bridges, a new path on the Verrazano, and 
more bike-aboard hours on the LIRR and Metro-North. 
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FOR MORE FULL-COLOR CENTURY PHOTOS, SEE OUR WEB SITE: WWW.TRANSALT.ORG 




“Thanks to all the 
volunteers! 
They kept us going. 


“I loved th< 
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“It was the most amazing, scenic, 
and peaceful ride I’ve had in NYC.” 


“I can’t believe I did it! 


n’t 


NYC was 


so beautiful. 


“Could 


the Ben & 
rry’s 
le end!” 





















































































Volunteers of the Month 


Ruth Rosenthal 

Occupation: Former elementary school computer teacher. 
Has enviro science degree, currently looking for part time 
work in the field. 

Neighborhood: Upper West Side 


Alan Mukamal 

Occupation: software engineer 

Neighborhood: Ditmas Park, 
Brooklyn 

TA. Member since: 1997 



T.A. Member Since: 1974 

Why joined TA: I love to ride! IVe been riding in Manhattan for 30 
years. But there’s a lot of work to be done, especially to reduce traffic 
and educate the non-riding public, particularly drivers. 

Favorite non-NYC riding: Holland — by far the best. 
Number of bikes in the apartment at any one time: five. 
Environmental outlook: We should live with the guiding 
principle of causing minimum impact on the earth. Bicycles 
are a key part of that concept. 

Volunteer Activity: IVe worked on all of T.A.’s big events, 
including Bike Week, the Benefit Auction, and just recently, 
the NYC Century. In between those IVe heloed 
keep up the membership 
variety of office projects. I 
“Commuter of the Century 
the scene at several events. 

Hours per week: Ranges f 
more if it’s needed. I a 
research editor at the NY B 
den and the NY-NJ Trail C< 

Most fun at TA. so far: Or 
the Bike Week breakfasts/ 
ing cyclists “on the street . 
interesting and rewarding. 

Wish list: Air conditionii; 1 
at the T.A. office. A bicy- ^ 
cle-friendly attitude in all F 
ways in NYC! 







Why joined TA.: After I moved to 
Santa Cruz in 1993, and had a 7-mile 
bike commute each way, I became 
active in transportation politics. When 
I relocated to NY, my first reaction to 
the streets was that there is a Nean¬ 
derthal mentality pervasive in car drivers. Complete disregard for the law and for other 
peoples rights begins the moment people are behind “the wheel.” Being part of T.A. 
helps mobilize pressure to force the City come down hard on those who commit traffic 
violations — only then will the streets truly be “safe.” 

Why started riding: I was in a crash that totaled a car I used to get to work in 
Berkeley. I used the insurance money to buy my first mountain bike. 

Activity: T.A.s Brooklyn Committee. IVe been out tabling with 
ibers to let the community know that a car-free Prospect Park can 
Lately I’ve been doing data entry (and recruiting other volunteers); 
a lot of names and addresses of people who support this issue, but 
I to be able to contact them. 

l: When Prospect Park is finally closed to cars, it is my hope that 
will be more congestion on the streets and that as a result, people 
seek alternatives to single occupancy (four-wheeled, motorized) 
ehicles. 

Favorite Anti-car Movie: Orson Welles’ The Magnificent Ambersons 
Dther Projects: As a volunteer with People Power in Santa Cruz 
:ounty, Cal, I’ve been advocating for a direct and level bike/ped path 
onnecting the eastern part of the county with the downtown area, 
o learn more about the Brooklyn Committee, please e-mail Carl 
iers (cbiers@aol.com) or Alan (amukamal@ix.netcom.com). Or call 
Le T.A office: 212-629-8080. 


/ 


swift folder 



718 - 875-3090 



TlheyV© IbaasLaaelld 

Yes, T.A. Volunteer Nights are here! 

WHEN: 2nd 8c last Wednesdays of the month (except Dec.) 
Come by anytime between 5:30 and 8:00 pm. 

Oct. 29 - Nov. 12- Nov. 26-Dec. 17 - Jan. 14 

WHERE: T.A. office: 115 W. 30th (b/w 6th and 7th) 12th floor. 

WHY: Where else can you eat com chips and feel good about it? 

NEED MORE INFO? Call Sharon or Andrew at 212-629-8080. 
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Commuter of the Month 


Cheryl Colbeck 


Age: 48 

Occupation: Chemical Technician and 

Purchasing Agent for Hunter College 

Chemistry Department 

T.A. member since: 1979 

The impetus to bike commute: When the 

subway fare jumped to 50 cents I said, 

“That’s enough!” 

How long commuting: Since the mid-’70s 

— first from Brooklyn. Then I moved to 
Montvale, 27 miles away I could only keep 
it up about two or three times a week. And 
that winter I stopped riding altogether. It 
was so hard to get going again in the spring 

- talk about pain! - I’ll never take another 
season off. 

Current commute: Englewood, New Jersey, 
to Hunter College at 69th Street and Lex¬ 
ington Avenue — about 11 miles each way. 
Route: Through the mansion district in 
Englewood, up Route 505 to Hudson Ter¬ 
race, across the George Washington Bridge 
and south on Riverside Drive. 

Bike: 1980 Zebrakenko 10 Speed. (Never 
heard of it? Maybe I need a new bike.) 

Gear: A rear rack and panniers carry all my 
stuff: spare tubes, a pump, tire irons, band- 
aids, a change of clothes for work, and rain 
gear. My old Bell “mushroom style” helmet 
is clunky-looking, but keeps the rain out of 
my face. And Oakley pilot glasses. 

Riding in the weather: It can get pretty 
complicated trying to prepare for the 
weather because of the temperature differ¬ 
ence between NJ and Manhattan. One win¬ 
ter evening, snow was forecast. We didn’t 


get any in Manhattan, and when I got to 
the GWB it wasn’t frozen, so I figured I 
was home free. As soon as I got to NJ, 
everything was covered in white. Right off 
the bridge on Rte. 505 there’s a long steep 
hill with no shoulder. No traction? No 
brakes? No space? I ended up walking my 
bike most of the way home from there. 
Riding style: When I first started biking I 
took it easy — a nice slow pace, kind of 
meandering along. Then I decided to get 
involved with some kind of cycling club. I 
heard about T.A. and they were the only 
bicycling group that also was politically 
active. So I would go out on these long rides 
where people were keeping up a pretty high 
cadence and riding aggressively; e.g., taking 
a lane when they needed it. It taught me 
how to ride with traffic. I felt much more 
confident riding in the city after that. 

Worst commuting story: I think it was 
back in 1984 when the Port Authority tore 
up both paths on the GWB so there was no 
access at all. We had to fight for a shuttle, 
which we got, but the last one would leave 
at 7. One day I arrived at 6:45 and waited. 
No shuttle. I waited some more, but no 
shuttle. Sol went for the roadway — pedal¬ 
ing like mad and hollering. About 2/3 of 
the way across I realized why the vehicle 
behind me wasn’t honking — it was the 
shuttle! 

Response from co-workers: Whenever 
there’s the least bit of weather they say, “I 
can’t believe you rode in today!” But if I 
don’t ride for any reason, they start getting 
on me: “You wimped out today, huh?” 



Parking and Locking: There’s no indoor park¬ 
ing at work, so I use a rack outside the building. I’m 
maniacal with the locks: I padlock everything down 
and U-Lock my bike with a cable-lock through my 
pedals. I’ve had two pairs of handlebars stolen so 
now I fill the stem’s alien bolt with sodder. And I 
take my front wheel with me. 

Advice: If your just starting out, bike with a 
group or club. You can learn a whole bunch 
real fast. Also take a bike repair course, 
especially if you have a longer commute. 
Hey, also join T.A. They’re great! 


Recycle-A-Bicycle 

New Phone Number! 

Recycle-A-Bicycle’s number is now 212-569-2760. Use this number 
when you’re looking to buy a bike from R-A-B, or when you have a 
bike or parts to donate, or if you can volunteer at one of the Saturday 
programs. Your support makes it possible to teach kids skills that will 
last a lifetime. 



The best folding kayaks 
go anywhere* 

Even to your mailbox* 

We're the folding boat specialists featuring Feathercraft and Nautiraid, provid¬ 
ing knowledgeable service and competitive prices. And we ship anywhere. In 
NY? Call for demonstration hours. Or take a class from BCU Instructors like 
Derek Hutchinson, Nigel Foster or Linda Legg. Check out our selection of acces¬ 
sories, books, videos, as well as hard shells from Betsie Bay, Dagger and SEDA. 
Visit our website, call for catalogue, or write us at: P.0. Box 2011, NY, NY 10113-2011. 

NEW YORK KAYAK COMPANY 

1-800-KAYAK99 http://www.nykayak.com 
Authorized Dealer: FealhercrafUlautiraid Folbot Dagger Betsie Bay SEDA 
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Andy Singe 


UTO-FREE 




U.S. "Inundated" by Autos 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: The vehicle population of the United 
States grew six times faster than the human population 
between 1969 and 1995, according to a Department of Trans¬ 
portation survey. The number of vehicles increased two-and-a- 
half times as fast as the number of households, and twice as 
fast as the number of drivers. “Inundation is not too strong a 
term for it,” said Alan E. Pisarski, a transportation expert. The 
latest Nationwide Personal Transportation Survey paints a star¬ 
tlingly-changing picture of life on the road from 1969, when 
the first survey was conducted, until 1995. While the number 
of drivers has risen 72 percent, the number of vehicles has 
risen 144 percent. Drivers used to outnumber cars by 30 per¬ 
cent; now the two are equal. The number of households with- 


bicycle rally in Bangkok to draw attention to the need for bicy¬ 
cle facilities. As a result of these efforts the city’s first bicycle 
way was launched by the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority in 
November 1995. Last year the Club was awarded a Thailand 
Tourism Award for its promotion of tourism by bike. 

Say "Crash," not "Accident" 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is purging 
the word “accident” from official usage, changing instead to 
“crash.” The change is a welcome one to pedestrians and 
other transportation safety advocates, who have long held that 
the high levels of traffic fatality and injury in the U.S. are not 
accidental but are integral costs of our transportation system. 

— Auto-Free Times 



out vehicles decreased from 20.1 to 7.9 percent of all 
households. But Mr. Pisarski said the growth spurt would not 
continue because the rush of women into the work force and 
the baby boomers into the ranks of licensed drivers had 
ended. “We’re probably stabilizing at high levels,” he said. 

—The New York Times 

Paris Gasps for Air 

PARIS, FRANCE: The government banned half of all private 
cars from Paris roads on September 30 and ordered free pub¬ 
lic transportation because of record pollution hanging in 
windless weather. The French capital’s air monitoring agency 
said nitrogen dioxide, a product of car exhaust, had increased 
pollution to “level three”—the worst on its scale. 

—Reuters 

Ped Thai 

BANGKOK, THAILAND, is so choked with traffic that officials 
last year were forced to declare a city-wide holiday so that lim¬ 
ousines could reach an international conference being held 
there. All the more need, then, for the Thailand Cycling Club, 
which began in 1991 and now has more than 1,000 members. 
For each of the past five years the Club has organized a major 


Drivers to Bear Repair Cost 

SACRAMENTO, CA: California legislators recently announced 
a novel way to pay for repairs to earthquake-damaged bridges: 
make the drivers pay for them. While NYC transportation offi¬ 
cials pillage government coffers to cover the $3 billion repair 
costs of the East River Bridges, Bay area commuters will fork 
over an extra dollar (to $2) to travel over five Bay area bridges. 

Elected officials and transportation planners have known for 
years that East River Bridge tolls make economic and trans¬ 
portation sense, but have lacked the political will to make dri¬ 
vers pay up for the cost of their excesses. 

Kuala Lumpur Mandates Bikeways 

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA: The Kuala Lumpur City Hall 
has built the country’s first bicycle ways in the suburban hous¬ 
ing area of Wangsa Maju. The pilot project cost U.S.$320,000 
and includes sheltered bicycle parking at certain bus stops in 
the area. The mayor said that U.S.$1.6 million has been allo¬ 
cated to build bicycle ways throughout Kuala Lumpur. Devel¬ 
opers will be required to provide bicycle ways in new housing 
estates, and a similar sum has been allocated to building and 
improving facilities for pedestrians. 

—The Star, Kuala Lumpur 
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Asphalt Nation 

Book Review By Ken Coughlin 

Around the turn of the last century, a scourge visited our 
land. It slowly ravaged our cities, decimated the existing 
transportation infrastructure, plunged millions of families 
into unprecedented debt, and began killing and maiming 
millions around the word. 

This scourge, of course, was the automobile. But the fact 
that most Americans would not recognize this description 
is a testament to how insidiously the car has threaded its 
way into the fabric of our culture. Jane Holtz Kay’s project 
in this disturbing and inspiring book is to unravel this 
weave and reveal the shocking economic, environmental 
and cultural price we are paying for our dependence on 
the auto. 

Kay’s underlying thesis is that no amount of band-aid 
approaches—such as “clean” cars or “smart” roads—will 
end the havoc caused by the automobile. Instead, “It is 
time to question the dream of mobility that has set us on 
an odyssey to nowhere.” She debunks the myth that the 
automobile is indispensable, noting that one-half of all car 
trips are less than three miles and that two-thirds of the 
miles Americans drive are for “the ministuff of life”; 
errands and entertainment. Kay then skillfully uncovers 
the many hidden prices we pay for ferrying that quart of 
milk in style. For instance, “ traffic management” accounts 
for three-quarters of all state and local law enforcement 
activities. Nevertheless, Americans’ lives remain grid- 
locked. We spend 8 billion hours a year stuck in traffic, at a 
cost of at least $43 billion in wasted time. 

In assessing the environmental and health toll that cars 
take, Kay wisely goes beyond the usual suspects of tailpipe 
pollutants and highway carnage. Instead, she exposes less¬ 
er-known but equally alarming threats to life and breath, 
such as the baneful effects of reduced walking and the bil¬ 
lion pounds of rubber shed on U.S. roads each year. 

The tale of how the oil interests and our government 
brought us to this calamitous juncture has been told 
before, but rarely so incisively. We learn that while America 
was dismantling its rail and trolley network and replacing 
it with the Interstate system, European countries were 
investing U.S. Marshall Plan dollars in public transit. Kay 
gathers a wealth of data to show that this imbalance con¬ 
tinues today, as we “invest” in highways but “subsidize” 
mass transit. 



In the book’s final section, Kay reports on the hearten¬ 
ing efforts now underway to “depose the car from its 
dominion.” She acknowledges that this is a “radical, even 
revolutionary” enterprise, but declares it to be “a challenge 
of the first order” that “should arouse the imagination of a 
new generation.” The new road warriors she describes are 
fighting to block highways, change sprawl-encouraging 
zoning codes, calm existing traffic, de-pave, and force 
motor vehicles to pay their way. 

Ironically, the experience of reading Kay’s book is often 
more like viewing a landscape from a speeding car rather 
than absorbing it at the more leisurely pace of a bicycle or 
a stroll. The architecture critic for The Nation , Kay writes in 
the columnist’s clipped, shorthand style, restlessly leaping 
from one example to another. So much so, portions of the 
book come off as a collection of elegantly-crafted sound¬ 
bites. 

But Asphalt Nation remains an intelligent and powerful 
indictment of the devastation wrought by our misguided 
reliance on the automobile, and we should rejoice that a 
major publisher has seen fit to release it. Not only that, but 
T.A. is cited twice within its pages. Could this be a sign of 
the times? 



T.A. Holiday Party 


Wednesday December 10-7 pm 
The Puffin Room 435 Broome Street 

Join us to celebrate the holidays and another year of alternative transportation! 

GUEST SPEAKER: Kenneth Jackson, bestselling author of Crabgrass 
Frontier & The Encyclopedia of New York City 

■ CHILDREN’S ART ON EXHIBIT:“To Make the World a Better Place” 
REFRESHMENTS • LIVELY DISCUSSION • AWARDS 
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i Welcome Manh 

Bike Shop Directory Lagfcgsf] 

Transportation Alternatives members receive discounts at the following metro area bike stores. Tetters- 1 
following store names indicate which items are discounted. Be sure to bring your T. A. membership card. 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
*: No Sale Items I 


MANHATTAN 

A Bicycle Shop 10%ARCP 349 W 14 St 
ANewGen Bikes *10%ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bike & Exercise 10%ACPS 242 E 79 St 
Bicycle Habitat 81/4%ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8%ARCP 430 Columbus 
Canal St Metro 10%ACPRS 417 Canal 
C‘nC Bicycle Works 8%ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad’s Bike Shop 8%ACRP2S Tudor City PI 
Different Spokes 8%ACP240 7 Av 
Emey’s Bike Shop 10%ABS 141 E 17 St 
Frank’s Bike Shop 10%APR 553 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10%ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff’s 81/4%ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Manhattan Bicycles 10%ABCPR* 791 9th Ave. 
Metro Bicycle Store 10%ACPRS 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes 10%ACPRS 332 E. 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle 10%ACPR 360 W 47 St 
96 St Metro Bikes 10%ACPRS 231 W 96 St 
Precision Bicycle 10%ABCPR 143 W 20 St 
Sid’s Bike Shop 8%ABCPR*23S E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles 10%ACPRS 546 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10%ACPR 110 West End Av 
Victor’s Bike Repair 8%ABR 4125 Broadway 
Village Wheels *10%ABCPRS 63 E 8 St 

BROOKLYN 

Ace Cycles 10%ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold’s Bicycles 10%ACPR 4220 8thAv 
Bay Ridge Bike 10%ACPRS 8916 3Av 
Bicycle Land 10%ACR 424 Coney Island Av 


Bike Shop, The 10%ACPR 240 Smith St 
Brooklyn Bike 10%ABCPR 715 Coney Island Av 
Brooklyn Heights Bike 10%ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 
Cycle Sport Center 10%ACPRS 8232 18 Av 
Dixon’s 8% *ABCPR 792 Union St. 

Dyker Bike Store 8 %ACPRS 1412 86 St 
Ferrara Cycle 8 %ABCPRS 6304 20 Av 
Larry’s Cycle Shop 5%ABCPRS 1854 Flatbush Av 
Open Road Cycles 10%ACPR 256 Flatbush Av 
On The Move 10%ACPS 400 7 Av 
P & H Bike 10%ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 
R&A Cycles 10%ACPS 105 5 Av 
Roy’s Sheepshead 15%ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 
Sizzling Bicycles 8%ABCPS 3100 Ocean Pkwy 

QUEENS 

Astoria Bicycle 8%ABCPR 35-0123 Av 

Bellitte Bicycle 10%ABCPR* 169-20 Jamaica Av 

Bicycle Bam 8%R 111-51157th St. & 107 34 Springfield Blvd. 

Bill’s Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 

Bill’s Ozone Park 10%ABP 108th St & Liberty 

Bike Stop 8%ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 

Buddy’s 10%ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 

Cigi Bicycle Shop 10%C 42-20 111 St 

Cigi II 10%C 91-07 37 Av 

Grand Bicycle Center 10%BR 70-13 Grand Av 

Gray’s Bicycles 8%ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 

Queens Discount Bike 10%ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 


BRONX 

Bronx One-Stop 10%ABCPRS 571 Courtland Av 
Eddie’s Cycle 5%A 10%P 2035 Grand Concourse 
Sid’s Bike Shop 8%ACPRS 215 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10%ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 

STATEN ISLAND 

Bicycle Medic 10% BSACP 796 Castleton Av 

LONG ISLAND 

Woodmere Cycle 10 %ACPS 1065-67 Broadway 
Valley Stream Bike 10%ACPR 95 E. Merrick Rd 

WESTCHESTER 

Pelham Bicycle Center 15%APC 109 Wolfs Ln. 

NEW JERSEY 

Academy 10%ABCPS (Palisades Park) 54 Grand Av 
Amber Cycler yl0%ACPR (Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10%ABCPR (Engelwood)ll Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10%ACP (Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks 10% : ACP (Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10%ABCPRS (Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike 10%*ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Cycle Infirmary 8%AC (Clifton) 754 Van Houton Av 
Four Sons 10%ABCPR (Wayne)1154 Hamburg Tpke 
Highland Park Cyclery/0 %ACP 337 Raritan Av 
Marty Reliable 10%ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG’s Bicycle 10 %CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10%ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 15 
Strictly Bicycles 10%ARCP (Fort Lee) 521 Main St 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10%ACPR 175 Country Rd 


Attention Messengers: 


<M 


AfidiMT 
—> Hal 


GUILLERMO A. GLEtZER 


501 5th Ave, Suite 1408 
New York, NY 10010 


212-979-8292 

718-429-3411 


&RnA KA WA V GliUMtft SYSTEMS, SNC. 


CLEAN AIR 


A 


272 279 


QUIET STREETS 
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Many local transit companies 
^ * °ff er bike access. Always call ahead .' 

always be courteous. 

Trains 

NYC Subway —Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate. 

Arntrak —800-872-7245; bicycles travel only in baggage cars and not every 
train has a baggage car. Not all lines offer baggage service. If the train you 
want doesn’t have baggage service, put the bike on an earlier train with bag¬ 
gage service and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles must be boxed, $5 fee 
each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most stops on “Vermonter” 
trains between Washington, DC & St. Albans, VT—call for reservations. 
Metro-North —212-532-4900; need permit, call or pick one up at Grand 
Central. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours (call for times for your 
station) and on the following: New Years Eve and Day, Mothers Day, Saint 
Patrick’s Day, Rosh Hashana Eve, Yom Kippur Eve, Thanksgiving Eve and 
Day, Christmas Eve and Day. Bikes permitted at all times on weekends. 
PATH —800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; need permit, call for application. 
No bikes 6am - 9:30am, and 3pm - 6:30pm weekdays and 1pm - 7pm Satur¬ 
days. No restrictions Sundays and Holidays. 

SEPTA(Philadelphia)—215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, Nor¬ 
ristown, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only (check schedule) 
Long Island Rail Road —718-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us; need permit: 
get mail-in application at any station, $5 one time fee. Same restrictions as 
Metro-North, except no bikes on some weekend trains—see back of permit. 
New Jersey Transit —201-491-9400; need permit for train, no bikes on buses. 
Bikes allowed on the following lines: North Jersey Coast, Raritan Valley, 
Man/Bergen, Port Jervis, Northeast Corridor. Permit is free at Penn Station, at 
Track 10 in Hoboken, or by phone. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No reg¬ 
ular bikes during am rush hours to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes on 
holidays, same days as Metro-North. Bring two bungee cords to secure bike. 

Buses 

Short Line —800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 


WE'VE 
BEEN 
LISTENING 

2. Bemuse you are unique, we lire flexible, □ [ferine services 
tailored to suit vuui individual needs. S. 0*lt custom fit 
services have hcSpcd h un-nre lIl* of cyclic modify Lbeif bifccs to 
flcuOmrtludtfie their cvclinc sryics, and potcoiiiib, Vou 

should he so comfortable? 9- Always the fineSL tnaimennji^e 
ii e 1 0 repair^ cu^mrn bun Ids. wheels anbd suspension Lwaatinc 
Thti Basic - The Tweak - The Rvy&l Treatment. 12 - At vdut 
L-omntfUid; new bikes fro ra Brooklyn and tbs LVnrld 

Starting as E5-19. Just ask - weVe Jislen-ing! 

Haven't you heard? 



rocKSHoAD 

till! H CONOT'I CYC’ 1,1 Ml 
1304 Eighth Avenue @ IS Stfset; Brooklyn 71&.4SR2514 
Enunnw hfigrsc Mcml— Sat., 1Z—ft. Sun. 1Z— 


Bikes Aboard 


Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways —800-858-8555; serves the Adirondacks. 
No fee, travels in luggage bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged 
(supply your own) and cannot exceed 8”x32”x60”. No guarantee that a con¬ 
nection carrier will accept it. 

Red & Tan Lines —No bikes. 

Peter Pan —800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front wheel. 
Miami Express —212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. Col¬ 
lapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

MartzTrailways —800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Liberty Lines —No bikes. 

Hampton Jitney —800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, 
travels in luggage bay 

Greyhound —800-231-2222; national service. Must provide your own box, 
travels in the luggage bay All connections accept the bike boxed. $10 each 
way fee, regardless of connections. 

Academy —212-971-9054, 212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge, 
travels in luggage bay. 

Bonanza —212-947-1766; national $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay 
Trailways —800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 

Carey Transport —No bikes. 

Sunrise Coach Lines —516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay 

Ferries 

New York Waterways —800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes per boat on most runs. No bikes allowed between Port Imperial- Wee- 
hawken and Wall Street. 

Express Navigation —800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to High¬ 
lands, NJ; Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Staten Island Ferry —718-815-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 
Fire Island Ferries —no bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Fast Ferry —800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Harbor Shuttle —888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi —no bikes allowed. 


s 
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of Injured CycHsts 
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Joyride #21 


Loop It Out to Queens 


Enjoy a portion of this year’s NYC Century Bike Tour. Tackle the Tri-Boro, visit 
Flushing Meadows, ride the new bike lanes in Queens, brave the Little Neck Bay 
winds on the Joe Michael Mile, explore the paths in Alley Pond Park and return 


a la the famous QBB outer roadway bike path (Open to bikes except for 3 to 8 
weekdays.) About 40 miles, mostly flat. We can’t guarantee the red “C” marks 
will still be visible on all streets, so as always, take a map just in case. 


Start Manhattan entrance to the 
Tri-Boro Bridge (126th St. and 
2nd Ave. - entrance is a right off 
of 126th to get on the bridge) 
Warning! There are stairs on the 
bridge! Be prepared to carry your 
bike. 

Tri-Boro to Randall’s Island 
R Path to Bridge re¬ 

entrance near Randall’s Island 
Park 

Continue on Tri-boro Bridge to 
Queens 

Tri-boro Bridge to Queens 
Exit bridge — stairs down 
L Hoyt Avenue to 26th 

St. 

L 24th Avenue 

L 19th St. 

R Enter Astoria Park 

Dismount at field house and 
walk ahead on park path to curb 
R Astoria Park South 

R Shore Blvd. 

R 20th Ave. 

bear R 75th St. 

L Ditmars Blvd. 

R 82nd St. 

L 34th Ave. to end 

cross 114th St. onto median bike 
path over bridge 
R Shea Stadium Circle 

enter Flushing Meadows 

Park 

L just past tennis Stadi¬ 


um, on to “authorized vehicles 
only” road 

bear L at fork —enter park 
follow C’s on route thru park 
Stay right around water/under 
overpass, bear left up steep over¬ 
pass 

Pass Botanical Gardens on L — 
exit park 

L Main St. 

R Elder Ave 

R Colden St 

L Laburnum Ave 

L 158th St 

R 32nd Ave 

L 163rd St 

R 26 th Ave 

R Corp Kennedy Plaza 

L 28 th Ave 

(bridge over Cross-Island Pkwy) 
L entrance to Joe Michael Mile 
R Northern Blvd 

R 223rd St 

L 43rd Ave 

L 219th St 

L 46th Ave 

R 223rd St becomes 

Cloverdale Blvd 
L Horatio Pkwy 

bear R E. Hampton Blvd 
Cross LIE onto 233rd St 
R 67 Avenue/Lee Gold¬ 

man Lane 
L 230th St 

R 73rd Ave 


L Enter Alley Pond Park 

opposite 226th St 
Bear L 8c Follow park paths 
R onto Vanderbilt Pkwy 

path (take a L 1/2 mile to water 
and restrooms) 

R Hollis Hills Ave 

L at parking lot — 

through tunnel into Cunning¬ 
ham Park 

R on park path 

L between backstops — 

continue on path to corner 
L 73rd Ave bike path 

R 141th St 

L Jewel Ave bike path 

(bike lane ends at intersection... 
continue on sidewalk down hill 
R into Park 

L onto lake loop road 

Bear R through parking lot 

onto lake path 
After clearing the path but 
before the next parking lot and 
bridge to next part of Park- 
Watch for ramp to overpass walk¬ 
way on your left 
L 112th St 

R 64th Ave 

L 108th St. 

R 71st Ave 

Cross Queens Blvd. 

L Station Sq. 

Continue Greenway Place North 
L Markwood 


after stop light proceed through 
intersection over highway 
R Forest Park Drive 

ahead on Park Drives 
—cross Woodhaven Blvd. contin¬ 
ue on park drives. Note: 2-way 
traffic 

Pass golf course on right 
R Oak Ridge (big house 

at triangle) 

R Myrtle Ave 

L 80th St (turns into Dry 

Harbor Rd) 


L 

Juniper Blvd South 

R 

69th St 

L 

Elliot Ave 

R 

Fresh Pond Rd 

Bear L 

61st St 

L 

Maspeth Ave 

R 

Rust St (Turns into 

56th Rd, 

then Review Ave) 

L 

Borden Ave 

R 

5th St 

R 

46th Ave. 

L 

Vernon Blvd 

Bear R 

10 th St 

R 

Queens Plaza South — 

Enter 

59th/QBB Bridge 

bike/ped path 

L 

59th St 

L 

First Ave 

L 

61st St 


to Central Park entrance at 
Columbus Circle 



b/ackbum 
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y S Ci si W A RE 


Happy Holidays from 

C 'n C Bicycle Works I C* KLGIN 



Christmas sale starts Dec. 1 st 
Give yourself a new bike this year...or treat 
your current wheels to a winterizing treatment. 



1101 First Avenue (B/w 60th & 61 st St) 

Mon. to Fri. 9:30 - 6:30 Tel: 212-230-1919 

Sat./Sun. 10:00-5:00 Fax: 212-230-1425 


LiTESPEED 

Titanium Bicycles 
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November/December 


RIDES 


Friday, October 31. Halloween Central Park 
Moonlight Ride. Wear a costume for this, 
the most fun Moonlight ride of the year. 
Gather at 10 pm at Columbus Circle. Lights 
recommended. Guides front and back. Safe, 
relaxing, fun! Presented by Time’s Up. 212- 
802-8222. 

Thursday, November 6. Cube Ride, a.k.a 
The Wedge. This once-a-month fun critical 
mass ride starts at the Astor Place cube 
and gathers at 6:45 pm on the first 
Thursday of each month. Times Up at 
(212) 802-8222. 

Tuesday, November 11. West Side 
Story. 

Commemorate the holiday by explor¬ 
ing some historic sites along Manhat¬ 
tan’s West Side. We’ll be making stops 
from Grant’s Tomb to the Battery: 
Central Park, Columbia University, the 
U.S.S. Intrepid Museum, Chelsea Piers, 
the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial and 
elsewhere. Our tour ends at the South 
Street Seaport. Bring lunch or money 
for it and a bike lock. 15 miles, flat (2 
moderate hills). Meet 9 AM, AYH 
International Hostel at 103rd Street Sc 
Amsterdam Avenue. 5BBC 
Sunday, Nov 16. Eco Tour of the Middlesex 
County NJ Greenway. Meet at 10 am at 
Memorial Park, Metuchen. Central Jersey 
Bike Club, 732-287-9447. 

Saturday, November 22. Piermont Before 
the Turkey. Join us as we’ll head for that 
pleasant NY town, with food shops, eateries 
and a nifty bike shop (perhaps you’ll pick up 
some goodies there) as well as beautiful ter¬ 
rain to and back. Let’s keep at least a 12 
mph pace on flat terrain (front will be 
faster). Hold off extreme eating until 
Thanksgiving. This will be my last ride as a 
thirty-nine year old. It’ll be nice to see old Sc 
new acquaintances alike. 50 miles, some 
hills, but you won’t notice them. Meet at the 
Plaza Hotel, 5th Avenue at 59th Street, Man¬ 
hattan. 8:30 am. 5BBC 


Friday, November 28. Central Park Moon¬ 
light Ride. Central Park at its best, most 
peaceful. Meet 10 pm, Columbus Circle. 
Time’s Up: 212-802-8222. 

Saturday, November 29. Tour of Upper Man¬ 
hattan. This tour meanders through some of 
Manhattan’s northern communities, visiting 
Harlem Mere (Central Park’s environmental 
center), the Conservancy Gardens, Colum¬ 


bia University, Grants Tomb, Fort Tryon Park 
and the Cloisters. Bring lock, lunch $ and a 
donation for entrance to the Cloisters. Some 
moderate hills, 20 miles. Meet AYH Interna¬ 
tional Hostel, Amsterdam Avenue at W. 
103rd Street, Manhattan. 9 AM. 5BBC 
Sunday, November 30. Hudson River Muse¬ 
um. 

A 20-mile ride north to this well-loved muse¬ 
um offering exhibits about the history of the 
Hudson River Valley. Then 7 more miles 
back to the Van Cortlandt subway, where the 
ride ends. Bring $3 museum admission, $ for 
lunch and a subway token for the trip back. 
Mixed terrain, 25-30 miles. Meet 9 AM, Plaza 
Hotel, 59th and Fifth in Manhattan. 5BBC 
Thursday, December 4. Cube Ride/Critical 
Mass. Meet at the Astor Place cube at 6:45 
pm. Times Up:(212) 802- 8222. 


Sunday, December 7. Frostbite Ride #1 Pan¬ 
cakes in Hoboken and Liberty State Park. 
Via Staten Island Ferry, Bayonne Bridge, etc. 
Return to Manhattan via PATH (bring bike 
permit and $1 fare). 25-30 miles. Meet 10 
AM, City Hall, Manhattan. 5BBC 
Saturday, December 13. Thai Food in 
Queens. 

Travel to Queens from Brooklyn via Manhat¬ 
tan and the 59th Street Bridge. 
Queens has several fine Thai restau¬ 
rants. Maybe we’ll try the one whose 
papaya salad recently got rave 
reviews. Bring a bike lock and $ for 
lunch. 20-30 miles. Meet at the 
Grand Army Plaza entrance to 
Prospect Park at 10 am. 5BBC 
Sunday, December 14. Frostbite 
Ride #2 to the Cloisters. The recre¬ 
ation of a medieval monastery by 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art on 
very Northern Manhattan decked 
out for the holidays! Bring lock, 
lunch $ and a donation for the 
museum. Meet 10 am, City Hall. 
5BBC 

Sunday, December 21. Frostbite #3 
Christmas Lights in Dyker Heights. Join our 
annual pilgrimage to enjoy the Christmas 
decorations and enjoy a dim sum lunch. 
Meet 10 AM, City Hall. 5BBC 
Sunday, December 28. Frostbite #4 Under 
and Over the Hudson. Hoboken (via PATH) 
along the west bank of the Hudson, return¬ 
ing over the George Washington bridge. 
Lunch will probably be in Fort Lee. Bring 
PATH bike permit and $1 fare, in addition 
to lock and lunch $. Meet 10 AM, City Hall. 
5BBC 

Sunday, January 4, 1998. New York Botanical 
Gardens (Frostbite #5). Start the new year 
right! Enjoy warmth in January with a trip to 
the conservatory’s desert and jungle climes. 
We may visit historic Snuff Mill for lunch. 
Meet 10 am at the Plaza Hotel, Fifth Avenue 
at 59th Street. 5BBC 


RESOURCES 

Bad weather cancels most rides. 

New York Cycling Club 212-886-4545 
Staten Island Bicycle Association 718-815-9290 
Times Up! 212-802-8222 

Paumonok Bicycle Club 516-842-4699 www.bicydelongisland.org 
Coalition of New Jersey Cyclists 609-665-8234 
North Jersey Mountain Bike Club 201-291-2332 
Bicycle Touring Club of Northern N.J. 201-284-0404 
CLIMB (Concerned L.I. Mountain Bicyclists) 516-271-6527 

Five Boro Bicycle Club 212-932-2300 xll5 

We’ve included only a sample of the 5BBC’s many 

RIDES, SO CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

YOU MUST WEAR A HELMET ON ALL 5BBC RIDES. 



Season’s Greetings 
from the Puffin Room 


Think Globally, 

Act Locally 

A project of the Puffin Foundation Ltd. 


For program 
information: 
The Puffin Room 
435 Broome St. 
New York, NY 
10013 

212-431-4319 
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Letters 


Dear T.A.: 

I was surprised and somewhat disheart¬ 
ened when I read the publisher’s letter in 
your September/October newsletter. As 
the second in command of the Traffic 
Control Division, I thought that our 
meeting went rather well. I am an avid 
biker and am sympathetic to the wants 
and needs of city cyclists. I thought that 
we had begun a meaningful dialogue 
towards achieving our mutual objectives. 
However, after reading your letter, I am 
not sure. 


You might be interested to know that dur¬ 
ing the period from July 1, 1997, through 
September 23, 1997, the Manhattan Traf¬ 
fic Task Force and traffic agents issued 
1,213 summonses to motorists in Manhat¬ 
tan for obstructing bike lanes. 

James F. McShane 
Inspector NYPD Traffic Control Division 

T.A. responds: 

Our comments were borne out of frustration 
with what seems to be the very slim chance that 
the NYPD will increase moving violation 
enforcement to the degree that it will change the 
conditions cyclists face on the street. Speeding, 
light running, failure to yield to pedestrians, 
illegal turns across three lanes of traffic and 
other dangerous driving continues to remain 
commonplace in NYC. 

Dear T.A.: 


Susan Boyle’s “Provocateur” was right on. 
However, I am appalled by the lawlessness 
you seem to support by reprinting “Mon¬ 
keys or Monkey Wrenchers,” which seems 
to wink at serious vandalism, and a letter 
from August Ventura, which says she is 
“forced” to chain her bike to a tree even 
though she knows it’s harmful. Puh-lease. 

Lisa Zaslow 
New York, NY 


Dear T.A.: 


I take this opportunity to let you know my 
concern with the inability of bike riders 
to learn that they are traffic and must 
obey the rules as much as autos and 
pedestrians. They need to take responsi¬ 
bility for not only their own safety, but 
that of the rest of us as well. I also am in 
agreement with anything that will slow 
down and diminish the “Indy 500” that 
bicyclists are forced to endure. The size 
of trucks and limos also is outlandish. 


Another thing that I’ve hardly heard or 
read about is the possibility for the 
unions (Teamster) to let up on double¬ 
pay for evening or night delivery. Think 
of how improved traffic would be if deliv- 
eries in midtown had to be made 
between midnight and 8 AM! Keep up 
the thinking of T.A. I’m all for it. 

Monita Low Boesewetter 
New York, NY 


[D]uring the period from 
July 1,1997, through Sep¬ 
tember 23, 1997, the Man¬ 
hattan Traffic Task Force 
and traffic agents issued 
1,213 summonses to 
motorists in Manhattan for 
obstructing bike lanes. 


Dear T.A.: 


I am writing this letter to let you know 
that I enjoyed the NYC Century Bike 
Tour so much that I have decided to 
become a member of your organization. 
You will find enclosed an application 
form and my check for membership. 

Donald V. Lovell, Sr. 

Brooklyn, NY 


Dear T.A.: 


I am still reeling from Susan Boyle’s col¬ 
umn concerning cyclists’ worst enemy. 
Ms. Boyle appears to suggest that cycling 
will not become a widely-accepted and 
highly promoted form of transport...until 
we cyclists start respecting other street 
users all the time.” Such an attitude is 
incredibly naive at best and downright 
asinine at worst. 


Cyclists will win equal conditions when 
they acquire enough political and eco¬ 
nomic clout to force their agenda. If 
obeying traffic laws was required for 
motorists to have access to the roads, 
there would be little, if any auto traffic in 
most major cities. Indeed, my (automo¬ 
bile) driving is not impacted in any way by 
motorists who violate traffic laws. 
Motorists break laws all the time, they run 
red lights (pick your NYC or LA intersec¬ 
tion) they run stop signs, they drive 



drunk, and they kill people... my driving 
privilege isn’t reduced because of this. 

Susan, YOU are cyclists’ worst enemy. Get 
off your bike and get into an automobile. 
It’s where you belong. Perhaps a job at 
AAA would be more appropriate. T.A., 
I’m disgusted that you would even con¬ 
sider printing this. You should be 
ashamed. I wish to cancel my member¬ 
ship in response to this editorial. 

Michael Cipriano 
Los Angeles 


Dear T.A.: 


I am a long-time T.A. member, and I read 
with relish the Provocateur in the latest 
issue of “T.A.” For a long time I have 
wanted to write in and express my disgust 
at cyclists who are ruining it for all of us 
with their attitude and behavior. Your edi¬ 
torial hit it right on the head. 

At least once a week in the area where I 
work (Union Square) I see a cyclist riding 
the wrong way, going through a red light, 
barreling through a line of pedestrians at 
full speed, or doing all three simultane¬ 
ously. As a pedestrian, I get angry when I 
see this. But as a cyclist (particularly one 
who wholeheartedly supports T.A.’s 
efforts with regard to infrastructure 
improvements and auto-use reduction), I 
am particularly appalled. Worst of all, if I 
dare to say anything to one of these 
scofflaws like, “I have the right of way” or 
‘You’re going the wrong way,” the answer 
I get is always, “Fuck you!!” No wonder 
cyclists can’t get any support from the 
public for our efforts! 

The question then becomes: what can 
T.A. do to improve this situation and 
thereby improve relations between 
cyclists and the general public. Unfortu¬ 
nately, I suspect that the most flagrant of 
these problem cyclists are neither T.A. 
members nor T.A. readers. I believe the 
best approach might be an aggressive 
campaign involving bike shops, messen¬ 
ger companies and any other organiza¬ 
tion that might reach the people we’re 
talking about. How about posters with a 
catchy slogan? Or bike stickers given out 
with every purchase at a bike shop? 

We’ve got to get these guys (I don’t 
remember ever seeing women riding as 
rudely or aggressively as I have 
described) to understand that they are 
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shooting themselves in the foot every 
time they piss off a pedestrian or a 
motorist with their behavior as a cyclist. 
Each one is a voter and will not vote for a 
politician who is perceived as giving 
scofflaw cyclists a break. Sure pedestrians 
always cross against the light without 
looking and drivers, especially taxis, are 
rude and obnoxious, too. That’s no 
excuse for cyclists to act that way as well. 
We have to prove that cycling is the best 
form of transportation in New York by 
acting the best when we’re riding, not by 
knocking everyone else (down). 

Mark Weinblatt 


Dear T.A.: 

I was disappointed that your Sept/Oct 
newsletter failed to note the disconnect 
between Susan Boyle’s “Provocateur” 
(“Are Cyclists Their Own Worst Enemy?”) 
and the news items two pages later, “Cops 
Blast Bikes With Monster Ticket Blitz” 
and “Harassment at QBB and Brooklyn 
Bridge.” Ms. Boyle argued that for cyclists 
to gain more clout in the city and with 
policy makers, we must earn the commu¬ 
nity’s respect. Nevertheless, two pages 
later, T.A. encourages us to complain 
about cops ticketing cyclists who break 
the law. Doesn’t that sound like every 
speeder who has mumbled to the cop 


that he should be busy catching drug 
dealers instead of harassing motorists? A 
scofflaw is a scofflaw, on two wheels or 
four. 


I live in the 19th Precinct. I’m young and 
able-bodied, but still feel threatened by 
cyclists who ignore traffic laws; I feel safer 
now knowing that when cyclists ride in 
my neighborhood, at least some of them, 
still smarting from their tickets, will think 
twice before breaking traffic laws. When I 
ride my bike I obey those laws, even if it 
means walking my bike half a block to 
avoid having to ride against traffic (is 
that such a great inconvenience when 
coming off the Queensboro Bridge, real¬ 
ly?). 

The problem isn’t harassment. The prob¬ 
lem is cyclists who think that laws should¬ 
n’t apply to them. 

Christopher J. Stephens 
New York, NY 


Dear T.A.: 


In the Sept/Oct issue, you imply that 
there is no pedestrian/bicycle access to 
the Willis Ave. and other Harlem River 
Bridges. As for the Willis, this is false, as I 
well know, since I pedal across it several 
days a week on my way home to Pelham 
Bay from midtown. (I take the 3rd 


Avenue Bridge in the morning). The 
bridge is crap, of course, but there are 
pedestrian/bicycle paths on either side 
of it, and both are accessible from the 
street on both sides of the river. The path 
on the west side of the bridge runs from 
125th St. (not 128th St. as you say in the 
article) and 1st Ave. to 135th St. and 
Willis Ave. (with stairs to Bruckner Blvd. 
south of there). The path on the east 
side of the bridge runs from a point just 
north of 125th St. and across 1st Avenue 
(the short part of it that continues north 
around and below the bridge structure) 
to Bruckner Blvd. at a point several 
blocks east of where the west lane’s stairs 
meet the street. (I generally use this side 
because it takes me further east). The 
part of the bridge that spans the river has 
metal grating for its roadway, like the 
Broadway Bridge over Spuyten Duyvil, 
but this presents no problem at all for my 
hybrid bike’s tires. 

Eric Stull 
Bronx, NY 

Ed Note: Give this man a medal Eric’s three 
page letter to T.A. is chock full of valuable info 
like that above and has been committed to 
memory by the T.A. staff and Bronx Commit¬ 
tee. Thanks Eric! 


Classifieds 


Classifieds are free to members, subject to 3-line limit. Members may mail orfax 
ads to T.A. by December 4for the January/February issue. T.A. 115 W 30 St., 
Ste. 1207, NY, NY 10001-4010 fax: 212-629-8334). Not for commercial use. 


Sale: Classic Motobecane with 
drop bars, Rhode Gear 3-bike 
car carrier, Mt. Zefal fenders, 
Avenier Gel seat. Call (718)788- 
4732 and ask for Steve before 
Oct. 31. 

Sale: Cannondale foldable trail¬ 
er. Stowaway model-holds two 
kids, roll bar and seat harness 
belt for safety; easy quick to 
hitch to bike. $150 o.b.o call or 
fax Howard: 516-933-6680 
Sale: Dahon folding bike w. 
Kryptonite lock, ridden 3 times. 
Asking $175. Metro 3-spd 
women’s bike, basket, $45. 2 
wheels w. tires, tubes, hand¬ 
brake: $20, $5. Call Sara (212) 
242-9290. 

Sale: Rhode Gear Rhode Shuttle 
bike carrier. Holds 3 bikes. 
Adjusts to fit most cars. Never 
used/original box. $50/best 
offer. Call Erik (212) 864-5301. 
Sale: Racing bike, 56cm. Campy 
parts, Look pedals. $250 o.b.o. 


Call Jean (212) 460-9251. 

Sale: SACHS Aris 7 speed free¬ 
wheel, 13x30 ratio, champagne 
color. Still in box, barely used, 
less than 30 miles. $30 o.b.o. 
Call Liam at (718) 369-2632. 
Sale: Winchester bicycle trailer, 
fits 2 children plus extra gear. 
$200. Call Michael (718) 263- 
0504. 

Wanted: Studio/1 bedroom ap’t. 
Carroll Gardens / Slope / Cob¬ 
ble Hill area. Single, male, quiet 
professional. Call Timothy (718) 
392-2968. 

Sale: Cannondale R400, size 18, 
white, Shimano 600 SIS. $200. 
Call (212) 505-9239, eves and 
wk-ends. 

Seeking: Hello Suzanne! We 
helped inspire each other and 
completed the NYC Century 
together. Let’s see what else we 
can accomplish. Call Jerry (516) 
482-3867. 
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Great Gift Ideas 


(1) Bike Cult 

by Dave Perry 

T.A. Members $17 
Nonmembers $22 
A fascinating, illustrated 
book detailing virtually 
all aspects of cycling — 
everything you ever 
wanted to know 
and more! 


(2) Asphalt Nation, 

by Jane Holtz Kay 

T.A. Members $20 
Nonmembers $25 
A major work of urban 
studies that examines how 
the automobile has 
ravaged America s cities 
and landscape, and how 
we can fight back. 


(3) “One Less Car”T-shirts 

T.A. Members $13 
Nonmembers $15 
T.A.s very own 
fashion statement. 
You will ride with 
pride wearing this 
100% thick cotton 
T-shirt. 


Papr 


(4) u Worldwatch 
Paper 90: The 
Bicycle: Vehicle for 
a Small Planet” 
by Marcia D. Lowe 
$3.00 + $l/shipping 
Cycling can save the 
world. 


(5) Prospect Park 
Buttons 

$2.00 + $l/shipping 

Just the accessory to 
wear on the street or 
the next Community Board 
meeting. Pin it on your 
panniers or jersey, or clip it to 
your brake cable. 


To order Just cut out the form below and mail it to IA. with your payment, or fax it to TA. at212-629-8334 with your credit 
card number and signature . 

Name: _ 

Address:_ 


Phone: 


Item 


Price 

+ Shipping 

Quantity 

Size, Colort 


(i) 

Bike Cult 

$177$22 

$3 perbook 



$ 

(2) 

Asphalt Nation 

$207125 

$3 perbook 



$ 

(3) 

One Less CarTs 

$137115 

$1.25 per shirt 



$ 

(4) 

Worldwatch Paper 90 

$3.00 

$1 perbook 



$ 

(5) 

Prospect Park Buttons 

$2.00 

$1 per button 



$ 


= Total 


Please specify color, size for T-shirt orders (XL orL - Green, Navy, Black, Natural, Red) 

* special discount pricefor Transportation Alternatives members only 

□ Check Enclosed □ Charge It 

Credit Card Number_ 

Signature_ 


Total Amount Enclosed $_ 


Expires _ 


Transportation Alternatives 
1 1 5 W 30th St Ste 1 207 
New York NY 10001-4010 


Non-Profit Org 
US Postage Paid 
New York, NY 
Permit No. 1098 


Forwarding and address 
correction requested 



































